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Teamster, 
Mafia Links 



' By JackNvZson 
■ and BfM Haxlitt 
L.A. Timvs Services 

Los Angeles 

In Saa Dleg© eeaaty, 
teamsters boss 'Fran k 
Fitzsimmons huddles 
with a man identified by 
the FBI as a major Mafia 

later boards Ms 

One with Presi 4 *sf Nk«® 

; for a flight to Washing- 

ton. 

if In Chicago, the TUinoss 
.'legislative investigation 
|rhommission fs&®- ®& Intel- 
Ijigence repo r’ 4 ..^a>ti%:-a- 
■If k d e v a 1 ?as 

J v ‘ '.saying the Nixon admlnis- 
Oration. decided not to 
^prosecati ' Fltzsimmonsf, 
son, Richard, ( a Detroit 
>|t earns ter official}., in a". 
Ifraud case “due to the: 
| ‘love affair* between Fit?- 
Isimmons and the AATiite 
•House.” * , ' , 

In ' Detroit, a goverinpeist . 
attorney tells a reporter. that:, 
the case against Richard 
Fitzsimmons, rev o lying 
.around the alleged, illegal! 
use oi' a Teanister’s. credit 
cord, was rejected tor pro-. 
sp cation by the Justice He- , 
t... .i . ; \ asiuugton t>e- 
CiUJSS th.fl 3 v i. d O T* C & WSS 

Still, 3 im/ubor t-C federal 
and local law enforcement 

Q "57 *■« c'7 :'-'■?{• Vu \\ '3 t h 1"” T 

• • ■ “ 1 -i •;•••! .••a- iiirastratiou . is 
>o ’milt...:'! uncovering 
if they cay Is a major 
.-lai — iv T oji themes to 
io ••• the union’s central 
st • southeast and south- 
: > oi,- ri ?Kion .'and. 

Atf! fjy’C Yj 

only 4 ,!.k the Tcam- 
■■.!■, r,r :>s;o -ot -..a jo./ a politi- 
< \i alii nice with President 
vixv:. ’>ui :.:.,o close friend- 
. nil’s •otTvW Attorney 

t wCiin ..'••• . Jt'tc.icll-. ci 



Mafia connections. Team- 
ster-admMs&afcea^iie*. and 
recent Matii fliovematlfc into 
southern Cahfiwnia add up 
to a sometimes confwing 
picture. %; K H 

Several law enforcement 
officials, including Los An- 
geles county District Attor- 
ney. Joseph P. Basch, Sheriff . 

£$3 Stedk Page 
From Page 1 

Peter J. Pitchess and Orange 
county District Attorney •Ce- 
cil Elfeks, told the Los An- 
geles Tunes that the activity 
. of, k*. 5 wn 'Mafia figures' has 
.cre^syd ..markedly in re- 
set months. A ■■•.. 

So widespread is. the evi- 
dence of fraud and schemes 
fhr looting Teamster pension 
i - illicit ilnders’ 

fees, payoffs and MckBacks 
that an Invesfigatian is un- 
derway da.iwo Croats — fed- . 

Luo 

four, Mafia fetation®,- re-' 

. portoyl y ' 

Teaspster aaney. . .... 

- SCTEMSS • ■ 

The four schemas, accord-; 
ing to inveaSSgsfegs,- include 
a prepaid health car® piss,' 
a dental care program,, a. 
prepaid legal service and a '. 
series of real estate iraasac- ' 
lions involving mere .'than 
$40 million in commercial 
property in Orange and San 
. Diego counties — .atl 'fi-' 
naneed by pension ■. fund ; 
loans, ; . : 

Stepped up Mafia activity 
has ."iper ked federal 
grand . jury investigations : 
■is.feur eitiss — " Lbs Angeles, 
Las Vegas} ,■ CMcag© and 
Detroit, and spurred probes 
b y the Organized Crime’ 
Strike E dree, the FBI, postal 
inspectors and agents of the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

At the. same time a special' 
intelligence task force com- 
posed of state and local offi- 
cers from 10 California en- 
forcement agencies and the 
Georgia Bureau of Investi- 
gation has been digging into 
onion-mob connections for 
almost four months. 

Focal of the probe, 
described by investigators 
as the biggest and probably 
’he most lucrative of the 
four, is the proposal for set- 
ting up a prepaid health 
plan for union members, 
•Ah financial backing pro- 
. : sea by a pension fund 

v;r.l. 

The central states, south- 
'd and southwest areas 

. ; ; r. \ f , .d , headquartered 



in CldcS'g© and estimated at 
,$1.4 biQioa, is teemposed of 
1 contributions — currently 
$14 a week per employe — 
paid by employers covered 
under teamster contracts. 
Previous pension fund 
loans to underworld figures 
i n California and other 
states, investigators s a y, 
have established a pattern 
of illegal finders’ fees'.— 
som® ranging from $150,000 
to $360,000 — and. kickbacks 
that have resulted in more 
than a score of criminal in- 
dictments and at least a doz- 
en convictions. 

The fees — usually about 
10 per cent of the total loan 
— are like commissions, one 
investigator explained, paid 
to the person who sets up 
the connection between bor- 
rower and leader, but some- 
times split two or three 
ways. 

Kickbacks are additions! 
* into at least ..„ payments made by the ©as> 
power — “off the top” — to 
ipsKtre approval pf.JwejyL 

loan.'. : " . b--' r •• 



Informant, tentatively ap- 
proved the health care plan 
and made arrangements for 
further discussions, includ- 
ing a meeting with Dorf- 
man, a Chicago insurance 
execflttv^ who went to pris- 
on Match 23, 

During the next two days, 
FitzSj^nmpns met with Ix>u 
(thivT^ar) Sd^ukuva, 51. 
executive director '“of'’ fhe 
Teamster - owned Savannah 
Inn ...and- Country . Club, 
named 'ts’ a, U S.; S«iate 
crinESv^isg®i.tt2e rnTtass as . 
a t^'ilfeftain of La Co--a 
Nostra, r • > i,. 

..'MMpSTEB. j, - 

Tie p&e 




.^Ha^s have heed-" te^d tp , 
fesild Las Vegas casinos and ! 
developments hks tha 
_, f3sn3Ster financed Ln Costs 
€oaato r Club n<sar Carlsbad 
ia Sas- Diego county. . 

At least pari of the investi- 
gations into the proposed 
imioa health plan — des- 
gciibsd as “a possible $1 bil- 
lion - a year business” — - 
has centered on meetings at 
La Costa and in Palm. 
Springs attended by the 
. Teamsters president and 
known Mafia figures. A 

In Palm Springs, accord- 
ing to information developed 
by the government’s Los An- 
geles-based Organized 
Crime Strike Force, Fitz- 
simmoffs met February 8, to 
discuss the. plaji with Sam s 
(Orlando) Sdoriano, 54,’. of 
Fountain Valley, Calif., Pe- 
ter J. Milano, 47, of Sher- ; 
man Oaks, Calif., aniL^te < 
Lamandri, of San Diegb, j 
identified by the FBI *as ; 
members of the Mafia. 

Fitzsimmons, i n Palm 
Springs to play in the Bob 
Hope desert classic golf 
tournament, was introduced 
to the three men by an asso- 
ciate of Alien M. Dorfman,- 
49-year-old pension fund ad- 
viser currently in prison in 
connection with a $55,000 
kickback from an earlier 
$1.5 million pension fund 
loan. 

The Teamsters president,, 
according to a strike force 





300” mobster list in 1 
cage area. ■■” 'A -n 
Other® "Seen in discussion 
rritfe Ffesin^ons? ft , the 
” Misdos BBSs Coup^'Cjlub 
‘.and thsAmfeassador .festfim 
! palm ferings were;#’ 
i S & i Accs ^ 

Chicago mafia boss,'! 
ny § 

' land^'ptscl^oaie’,' if 
Catfan^; also.’froiir 
, aS|. wMi IJkjyJL 

©f las 

QralkarT ” “ 

-r^kbsS--' 

and 

’Rssanovs. 

Investigators say Hosaho- 
va, involved in earlier pen- 
sion fund loans, was-repre- 
! seating organized crime’s 
, interest in seeking a per- 
centage of ifee fees and kiek- 
backs, while feting as nego- 
t tiator - emissary for Chica- 
go factions. 

An FgX informant provid- 
ed investigators with details 
of the Palm Springs meet- , 
ings and the mob-,union dis- 
cussions of kickbacks and 
payoffs in connection with 
the proposed The^th care 
plan. ' t '■ t' : ' 

Additioml iMermation 
--.•was developed ferirngh the 
use ' of federal ’wiretaps on 
the. telephones in , a fim 

CaMultants at 9777 Wilshire 
' • Hills. ‘ 

? \* ' 

to 

m 




scribed in an affidavit as a 
front operation established 
to handle, the proposed pen- 
sion fund loan. 

The FBI affidavit quoting 
the informant was submitted 
to justice department attor- 
neys earlier this year in sup- 
port of a request that a fed- 
eral court be asked to £x- 
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